April Newsletter

From the President
Jennie Hehir

Following such a tumultuous 2020, it’s a great relief and so pleasing to be informing
members that the TGBC has had an extremely successful February 2021 financial period
and at the time of writing, March is shaping up very well too.
February 2021 produced a $205,783.18 profit compared to:
February 2020 profit of
$59.589.54.
This period is historically one of our most profitable months at the best of times,
however, to see the huge increase from the same period last year is amazing.
Year to date profit $780,055.89 (July 2020 to End February 2021) compared to a loss of:
-$54,248.23 for the same period in 2020.
I thank Paul Gemmill, CEO, and our wonderful happy smiling staff for their role in
contributing to this result.
Ben Lucas, Course Superintendent, and his crew have done an amazing job with the
course over the last few months and we thank them for their conscientious effort.
Without the assistance of our many volunteers, our strong financial position would not
be as positive without their preparedness to assist. Dad's Army and the Lady gardeners
go about their business on a Monday morning weeding, trimming, and replanting. Then
we have a crew of Thursday Vets who work on a Tuesday morning assisting the ground
staff with their workload. Other greatly appreciated members assist with the rough
cutting areas through the hectic periods and have been doing so for many years. Up
until recently, there has only been one volunteer collecting the balls on the driving range
twice a week. It would be great if more members could spare some time to join these
teams.

Our kitchen is performing exceptionally well and Tamisha Beare, our Executive Chef,
must be congratulated and thanked for her hard work and diligence with budgeting and
management of her domain. The quality of the meals are second to none for a club
environment. Our two-for-one meal offer on a Thursday night attracts a full house and
contributes to our successful bottom line.
I take the opportunity once again to wish all staff that have departed success and
happiness in their new ventures. In particular, I make special mention of Rod Booth,
Maggie and their family who have held a highly regarded and respected presence at the
club and in the community at large. I welcome all of our new staff to the club and look
forward to working with them. Our current staff have stepped up to the plate and done
an excellent job filling the gaps until some of our new staff have commenced in their
roles.
The progress of a business and strategic plan was stalled at the onset of COVID. The
board is now revisiting these plans and working towards potential projects that will
attract government grants to assist with funding. Our challenge has been that we have
not been shovel-ready to seek funding at this stage. Even though our financial position is
very positive at present, the Boards’ main objective is to be cautious about where we
invest for the future. We aim to continue improving our ability to function and have
recently upgraded two-course mowers, purchased ten new golf carts, and continued to
upgrade the gaming room which has proven to be successful.

CEO Report Paul Gemmill
How time has flown, my tenure is now into its second year at the helm, and what an
interesting year we have all shared.
With some luck, good management, and a steely resolve we have emerged from 2020 in
a good position to keep moving forward. I need to thank all my amazing team, club
President and Board of Directors for their passion, work ethic, and drive during a difficult
time.
It is now time for us to look to the future!

In the past quarter, we have seen extremely promising growth in all areas of our club;
catering, bar, and gaming revenue continue to perform well as well as encouraging
growth in membership and golf and bowls patronage.
The game of golf itself has seen somewhat of a rebirth during covid and it is now up to
us to promote and entice new members and guests to our club whilst continually
providing the excellent service and product our members and guests have grown
accustomed to.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Golf Captain Bobette and the Golf
Committee for their time and effort.
Our bowling fraternity have been in great numbers and constant supporters of our club
and I wish to thank Bowls Captain Dave Hansen, his committee’s and volunteers for their
tireless efforts in promoting our reputation as a bowling facility.

I welcome Director of Golf Marty Walsh and Golf Professional Tim Purtill to our golfing
family and very much look forward to working closely with them to enhance our already
sterling reputation not just as a golf course but as one of the friendliest and most
professional clubs in Australia.
To Course Superintendent Ben Lucas and crew, I must commend you on the daily
presentation of our course, it should never be taken for granted the quality of courses
we play on because it is delivered by a very dedicated and passionate team.
Lastly, I need to thank all the members and sponsors of our club. I’m predominantly met
with smiles as I walk through our club, but why not, other than 3-putting the 18th for
bogey, it’s a happy place to be.

Welcome to our
new Professionals

Marty Walsh
Director of Golf
Marty Walsh joins us as our new Director of Golf having most recently held the same
position at Club Mandalay for two years.
Prior to Club Mandalay, Marty held the position of Head Golf Professional at Kooringal
Golf Club for 11 years.

Having been a member of the PGA since 1993, Marty brings a wealth of experience to
the club and is looking forward to making his mark at Tocumwal.
When discussing his favourite golf courses in the world (other than Tocumwal) Winged
Foot, Pine Valley in the USA, and Port Stewart in the UK were the clear standouts.
One thing Marty is looking forward to once the travel lockdowns are finished is to take
some members on a golf tour, which Marty has had plenty of experience doing to places
including Ireland, Hawaii, New Zealand, Thailand, and Vietnam.
Marty, his wife, and 2 kids are all Western Bulldogs fans in the AFL and were lucky
enough to be at the drought-breaking 2016 premiership win for the Doggies.

Tim Purtill
Golf Professional
Tim is very much excited to join the Tocumwal team as Golf Professional.
He is looking forward to meeting all of the members and visitors that utilise the great
facilities that Tocumwal has to offer.

Tim started golf at the age of 12 due to living near the golf course and got into the game
as a result of his neighbour and uncle being keen golfers who were patient enough to
show Tim and his siblings how it was played.

Through his addiction to practice Tim began to get better and more accurate, enjoying
the frustrations with golf, Tim would practice for hours because he enjoyed it so much.
This developed over the years into lowering his handicap to a level that meant he could
pursue his passion for golf as a career by completing the PGA Trainee Program in 20172019.

Tim has worked at both Thurgoona Country Club Resort and Wodonga Golf Club whilst
completing his time as a Trainee Golf Professional.
Coaching has been Tim's recent passion as he enjoys helping others improve as much
as he still enjoys playing golf himself.
Tim will focus on growing and developing the junior program at the club, along with
individual and group clinics.

The Super's
Summary
Ben Lucas
Course Preparations for Easter has been the main focus of the staff over the past 4
weeks.
Considerable effort has been put into the presentation of the bunkers with all bunkers
edged and fresh sand added to the bases with our aim to have them all completed
before the tournament.
All finely cut couch grass areas have been fertilised with nitrogen, iron, and manganese
for colour and definition from rough areas. Low rates of a turf pigment were added to
retain colour and uniformity throughout the winter dormancy period. The main works
conducted on the course after Easter will be targeted at the removal of the couch from
the centres of the greens.
The captains putting green will be closed and all non-infested usable turf will be
harvested from this green. The reason for this is that it has the same soil profile as what
will be removed on the course and will enable the turf to knit in neatly.

The nursery will be retained for future projects.
An audit on the greens revealed following greens were the worst and will be
worked on first 3C, 14C, 15C, 3P, 6P. On these greens alone, there is over
125m2 of turfing and organic matter removal required.
Once completed we will be rebuilding the captains putting green with a sand
based profile similar to works completed on 18P and 10C greens.

Apprentice Matt Wilson on the new surrounds mower out on course.

Golf News
Bobette Wilkinson

2021 Veterans Amateur Tournament
The 2021 Tocumwal Veterans Amateur Tournament played in conjunction with the
NSW/VGA was conducted over the week Sunday 13th to Friday 19th March.
The 218 entrants which, was a record number of golfers for the event, continues to grow
in popularity from year to year, a testament to the presentation of the course endorsed
by all visiting players.
The week could not have operated any smoother with the hospitality offered by the golf
committee and the efforts of the pro shop staff lead by Lou.

A two tee am and pm start was required to accommodate the strong field of men (120)
and women (98) contesting the weeks NSW/VGA 54 holes stableford event highlighting
the Neville Reid Memorial Trophy.
Perfect weather ensured good golfing conditions and from day one on the Monday good
scores were assured.
Monday
Doug Knowles Mowbray 41pts;
John Bell South West Rocks 40pts;
Patricia Young The Grange 38pts;
Kaye Murdoch Grafton 38pts.
Tuesday
John Schaeche Murrumbidgee 42pts;
Dennis Garner Tocumwal 39pts;
Josie Richardson The Grange 40pts;
Patricia Young The Grange 38pts.
Thursday
Phil Day Howlong 40pts;
Dennis Davis Nowra 39pts;
Kerrie Davey Lang Lang 44pts;
Penny Hudson Leeton 40pts.

An 8am shotgun aggregate event rounded out the week on Friday followed by 230
people gathering in the clubhouse for a delicious luncheon and presentations for the
week.
The NSW/VGA major event the Neville Reid Memorial Trophy was won by Gregory Kent
from Charlestown, this was the third occasion Greg has won the title, the first in 2010
again in 2018 and this year 2021.
2021 Victorian 2 Person Ambrose Championship
The 2021 Victorian 36 Hole 2 Person Ambrose sponsored for the 6th year by Kathy
and Chris Garnaut of Garnaut Private Wealth was conducted over the weekend of
Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th February 2021.
Golfers from near and far representing some ninety regional golf clubs throughout
Victoria and NSW descended upon Tocumwal Golf and Bowls Club to continue their
love affair with this prestigious event.
In total we had 212 pairs play this year, an increase of 39 pairs from the previous
year’s event, the 2 person format certainly seems to be a favourite amongst golfers
with the 2 tee morning and afternoon time slots also popular.

With mild temperatures forecast for the weekend and the golf course presented in
magnificent condition worthy of championship status, good scores were going to be the
norm over the two days.
Travis Merritt from Howlong a regular visitor to this event and his partner Kerrod Tuckett
from Woodlands took home the main prize with an astounding rounds of 59 & 64 giving
them a total of 21 under par.
Runners-up 2 shots further back were Corowa pair Trent Vonarx and Mark Chappell. In
third place was Leigh Chappell and Matthew Thomas of Deniliquin.
In the ladies 36 holes Gross event it was last year’s runners-up Maxine Sadler and
Rowena Wallace who went one better this year by taking the title with scores of 71 and
68 for a total of 7 under par. In 2nd place 5 shots adrift was last year’s winner Petra
Wilmot and Kim Morris who were in turn 7 shots clear of equal 3rd placegetters Tracy
Clouston and Pauline Davies from Numurkah and Glenys Durant and Chrissy Gilligan
from the Yarrawonga and Cobar Golf Clubs.

The net divisions were won by Frank Mercuria and Gordon Smith from Leeton proving to
good for the large field with a total 120.5 net over the two days.
For the ladies event, it was Glenys Durant and Chrissy Gilligan that took home the major
prize with a total of 132.5 net for the 36 holes.
This event generates considerable amount of interest each year and is Tocumwal Golf
and Bowls Club most successful tournament.
The General Golf Committee extends their appreciation to our very generous sponsors
Kathy and Chris, together with Tocumwal Golf Resorts and De Bortoli Wines who added
extra value to the event by donating the NTP’s each day.

Thrilling Finish to 2021 Mixed Foursomes Final
Fine weather greeted the finalists of the 2021 Mixed Foursomes Championship on
Saturday 27th March, sponsored by Global Accreditation Services.
John and Olivia Thompson were looking to go back to back in defense of their 2020 win,
their opponents this year were Lyndon and Adorree Bailey.
Playing on the Captains course little separated the contestants heading to the third tee
all square.
John and Olivia gain the early ascendancy winning the 3rd and 4th holes, with the next
two holes halved.
The 7th hole was proving to be a struggle for the Thompson’s with a wayward drive
being unplayable and the Bailey’s in a strong position in the middle of the fairway going
on to win the hole and moving back to one down with two holes to play on the front
nine.
After halving the 8th par 3, players moved to the 9th tee where Lyndon’s consistency
from the tee splitting the middle of the fairway.
John pulled his tee shot into the pine trees on the left fortunately spilling back out onto
the 1st fairway giving Olivia a chance to advance down the fairway towards the 9th hole.
A good putt from Adorree was enough for the Bailey’s to win the hole and square the
match at the half way mark.

John and Olivia were quick to fight back winning the 10th before Lyndon and Adorree
levelled the scoreline on the 12th, the next three holes were all halved.
The Bailey’s had a shot advantage on the 16th hole and took the lead for the first time in
the match.
The 17th was halved with bogies and both teams headed to the 18th with the
Thompson’s having to win the hole to advance down the 19th.
Early advantage favoured the Thompson’s from the tee however Adorree’s eighty metre
shot to the pin finishing two inches from the hole immediately putting the pressure on
John’s bunker shot needing to hole it for the win.
John’s shot out of the bunker looked distant for the match to continue however the ball
came to rest agonisingly short of dropping into the hole.

Both putts were conceded and the 2021 Mixed Foursomes Champions John and
Adorree Bailey.

Annmaree and Greg from Global Accreditation Services with the 2021
Mixed Foursome Winners Lyndon and Adorree Bailey.

Bowls News
Dave Hansen

Tocumwal Golf and Bowls Club had two teams playing in grand finals in two divisions of
the Murray Bowls Friday Pennant competition at Berrigan Community Bowls Club on
Friday 26th March 2021.
Our club had approached Berrigan to have a pre-game practice on the preceding
Thursday evening, which turned out to be highly valuable, as our bowlers benefited from
understanding the nature of the greens for the following day.
DIVISION ONE
Our division one team of 12 bowlers were pitted against Cobram who had only been
defeated once during the season.
We had finished fourth on the ladder and went into the 1st semi-final against Numurkah
as the underdogs, but securing victory, winning 58 shots to 49.
The following week was our preliminary final match against Barooga, again we went into
the match as the underdogs, but winning by the small margin of 2 shots (55 – 53).
This win put us into the grand final match against Cobram.
All Tocumwal bowlers performed to the top of their ability, but unfortunately, we went
down by 4 shots at the close of play (58 – 54).

DIVISION TWO
A different story for our division two team who were up against Numurkah Golf who had
finished on top of the ladder.
Fortunately, we had finished the season in second place and gained the important
double chance. Our (2nd) semi-final match was against top team Numurkah Golf who
defeated us by 6 shots (62 – 56).
The preliminary final match against Nathalia was a tight affair with our Tocumwal
bowlers winning by 3 shots and gaining a grand final berth against our nemesis,
Numurkah Golf.
Our team played brilliantly on the day, winning all 3 rinks by a significant overall
combined margin of 32 shots (74 – 42).
Needless to say, there were plenty of celebrations back at our clubhouse as all bowlers
and club supporters indulged in some spiritual beverages to quench the thirst and some
much needed nibbles.
In the five (5) teams Tocumwal entered into the Murray Bowls competition, two sides
finished in fifth position with the other three teams playing off in the finals – a terrific
effort, one that all Tocumwal Golf & Bowls Club bowlers and club members should be
proud of.

Barefoot Bowls
Our highly successful "Barefoot Bowls" is coming to an end on 29th March 2021.
We have had a highly successful and enjoyable event for all attendees that is always well
patronised by those who enjoy a relaxed atmosphere whilst bowling.
The winners nominate a charity to present their monetary winnings to.
Jack Attack
The club has trialled "Jack Attack" in the past with huge support from those who have
played the game.
Jack Attack will be commencing on Monday 12th April 2021.
For all barefoot bowlers, the transition to Jack Attack will be easy.
For all other members wondering if they would enjoy a new style of bowls game, we can
assure you it will be quick, fast, and enjoyable.
The total time (excluding post eats and drinks) should take only around 1½ hours and
will surprise all at the fast pace of the evening.
Winter Open Pairs
Winter Open Pairs has been very successfully run for a few years throughout our Winter
period to help alleviate the Winter boredom.
Winter pairs are open to all Ladies and Men, so entries are now being received for this
highly popular event.
Please give Bob Bowman a call to submit your team entry as soon as possible.
Come support our bowlers

Checking into the
Club
When you next visit the Club you will be required to scan a unique QR code using the
camera function on your smartphone before you enter. We recommend downloading
the Service NSW app prior to your visit.
Providing your details ensures NSW Health can contact you quickly and easily, if
necessary.
If you are a member, guest, or staff member you will need to do the following upon
entering:
Hold your smartphone camera up to the QR code which can be found on posters at
entrance points.
Simply hover the camera over the code as if you were going to take a photo of it.
Please show your phone confirmation to a staff member.
If you don’t have a smartphone, don’t worry, our friendly staff will assist you to checkin.

World's Greatest
Shave

In March we had two of our members Sandra Williams and Jan Perrett shave their heads
in the name of charity for the World's Greatest Shave.
Sandra and Jan both far exceeded their original goals of the amount they wanted to
raise, and between them raised $3185.55, a fantastic effort!
Congratulations to both of the women on a wonderful effort for a great cause.

Billeting
Our annual Trainee Championships are being held from Monday 3rd – Friday 7th May.
If anyone is able to provide billeting for the Trainees, please contact Administration
Manager Kathy Giddens at: ea@tocumwalgolf.com or 03 5847 9111.
Your help would be greatly appreciated.

